	John 13:1-3
Teaching Points

Chapter 13 marks a pivot from public events in Christ’s ministry to private interactions with His disciples. Beginning here and continuing through the next several chapters we see Christ teaching and shepherding His disciples in preparation for His coming crucifixion. As we enter into the final phase of His earthly ministry we begin with some profound statements about Christ’s self-awareness. 

Jesus knew that His hour had come.
Verse 1, “…Jesus knew that His hour had come…” The “hour” that Jesus anticipated was the hour of His crucifixion and glorification. Up to this point, Jesus had walked with His Father constantly and perfectly obeyed Him throughout His earthly ministry. Now, here at the end, He’s fully aware that the time had come for Him to become obedient even to to the point of death on the cross (Philippians 2:8). 

Jesus knew where He came from.
Verse 3, “…that He had come from God…” We just read in chapter 12 how many rejected Him and refused to believe His message. Despite the unbelief of many - Christ always knew that He came from the Father and would soon return to the Father. In other words, He knew that He was sent on a divine mission - even if many people couldn’t/wouldn’t acknowledge this. 

Jesus knew where He was going.
Verse 1, “…Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father…” Verse 3, “…He had come from God and was going to God…” Jesus looked forward to the end of His work. As He approached the end of His time, He anticipated His return to the presence of His Father in glory. Hebrews 12:2 says, “…for the joy that was set before Him [He] endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Jesus was able to enter into the most difficult part of His earthly life with confidence because He kept His heart focused on the final destination - being seated at the right hand of His Father. 

Jesus knew who His own people were.
Verse 1, “…having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.” Verse 18, “I do not speak concerning all of you. I know whom I have chosen…” There is a particularity and intentionality in all of Christ’s work. He loved “His own” to the very end. This makes the events of the cross even more intimate. When He was on the cross - we were on His mind. This was also true in the events leading up to the cross. Jesus moved forward out of love for His Father AND love for His people. He carried all of His people on His heart as He entered the climax of His earthly ministry.

Discussion Questions: Compare these two perspectives: 1. Jesus’ death was general and impersonal - He died to make salvation possible for all, but definite for no one. 2. Jesus’s death was specific and personal - He died for people He knew and loved by name - securing their salvation. Which do you believe? Why? How do these two perspectives change the way we understand the message of the cross?  

Thoughts: These verses speak about Christ knowing and loving “His own”. There are several other passages that use similar language (John 6:37-39, 4; John 10:3-4, 26-27). Scripture teaches that Jesus knew exactly who His sheep were - and He still does today! He died for them and now intercedes for them by name. This particularity is cause for great comfort and joy. Christ doesn’t just love us in some generic and universal sense - He loves us personally, covenantally, and eternally as “His own”.

Jesus knew exactly what was about to happen with His betrayal and crucifixion. 
Verse 18, “…that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.’ Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe that I am He.” Judas’ betrayal was no surprise to Jesus. He had already spoken of it openly back in John 6:70-71. This presents Christ to us as one who was steadfast in accomplishing His mission. He didn’t make the best of a bad situation when He was betrayed and crucified. He actually came to fulfill these exact events. He is the captain of our salvation (Hebrews 2:10) as well as the author and finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). He’s about to enter into the darkest hour of His ministry and He’s unflinching in His commitment. 

Jesus knew all His enemies’ actions.
Verse 2, “And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him…” This is not a chess game where Jesus waits to see what His enemies will do next. From start to finish He’s fully aware of what both Satan and Judas are up to. In fact, in verse 27 Jesus openly says to Judas, “What you do, do quickly.” This is HIS plan unfolding. Our salvation is the story of His Father’s will being accomplished. Every step Judas and Satan take against Him are only furthering His purposes. This again demonstrates how the story is in His hands – and no on else’s. 

Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into His hands.
This is the best way to sum it all up. The Father had given Christ all freedom, power, and authority to finish His work. There is perfect unity between the Father and Son. All that we’re reading here at the end of John’s gospel is the will of God the Father demonstrated through His Son. Jesus is about to willingly lay down His life – and the Father has given Him a command that He can lay it down and take it back up at will (John 10:17-18). Jesus also knows that He could pray to the Father at any moment and legions of angels would be dispatched to His aid (Matthew 26:53). As we approach the end of the gospel – John wants us to know that Christ and His Father are in total lock step in all that’s about to transpire. 

Discussion Questions: All these statements present the command, control, and certainty of Christ in His last hours. Why does this matter? How does this affect our understanding of the cross and the gospel?

Thoughts: These are pivotal moments in the course of redemptive history. God has not left anything to chance or the will of man. He is demonstrating His grace and glory in the offering of His Son. As we approach the last supper, the betrayal in the garden, and the events of Calvary – John wants us to keep in mind that Jesus is fully God all throughout – and fully aware of the significance of every detail. His friends will betray Him, His enemies will falsely accuse Him, His nation will deliver Him up to be executed – but the Father will be well pleased with Him – as He always has been. 

Prayer Focus 

Praise God for the gospel! What a glorious story of grace. Let’s love and adore the one who spoke these things with His mouth and accomplished them with His hand. 

